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Introducing ESPN GamePlan!" 
Choose from up to 10 games 
every SH: 


The option is one of the most exciting plays 
in NCAA football. And weve just made 

even more thrilling. Because with the 18° DSS® 
dish and ESPN GamePlan, DIRECTV® delivers 
your choice of up to 100 regular season 
games from across the country. Matchups 
from the best of the Big 12, Big 10, Big East, 
Pac 10, ACC, SEC, and WAC. Call us today. 


You won't find more options anywhere. 
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For the most college games, It's Got To Be DIRECTV 
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AMA’S GREATEST GAMES 
1995 COLLECTION will 
include five one hour tapes recreated 
and developed by The Alabama Sports 
Network (TASN) from special archival 
footage. Packaged and sold individually 
in attractive souvenir covers, these 
tapes have never before been sold at 
retail and include several games that 
were not seen on television — all games 
that Bama fans want to see. 


BAMA‘S GREATEST GAMES are host- 
ed by famed Tide sportscaster-author 
John Forney and Tom Roberts of TASN. 
The 1996 COLLECTION includes mem- 
ories that will last forever in the hearts 
of Tide fans — memories such as Bama’s 
1992 win over Miami in the Sugar Bowl 
to close out a perfect season and clinch 
Bama’s 12th National Championship. 


“BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES 


are an excellent way to 
_ support the Paul W. Bryant 
», Museum and add to your 
_ Alabama football video 

_ library. Ask for these great 


I ee recommend them.” 


( deme Gene Stallings 4 
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tapes at your favorite store. 


The games were selected on the basis 


-of research by the Paul W. Bryant 


Museum with input from Alabama fans 
around the world. A portion of the pro- 
ceeds from the sales of these tapes will 
go to the museum to improve and 
enhance its vast collection of Alabama 
football memorabilia. 


Available September 1, at fine retail 
stores everywhere, the great 1996 
COLLECTION includes these games: 


WAL*MART 


ALWAYS LOW PRICES. ALWAYS WAL-MART. 
AVAILABLE AT ALL PARTICIPATING STORES. 
Ss 


©Copyright 1996, Collegiate Sports Partners, Limited and The University of Alabama. 


A SPECIAL WAY TO BENEFIT AND SUPPORT THE PAUL W. BRYANT MUSEUM 


THE NEW 1996 COLLECTION 
OF BAMA’S GREATEST GAMES! 


Vol. 16 1992 BAMA VS. MIAMI 
The Tide knocks off No. 1 Miami to win 
the National Championship. 


vol. 17 1986 BAMA VS. NOTRE 
DAME Linebacker Cornelius Bennett 
and the Tide sack the Irish. 


vol. 18 1994 BAMA VS. 
GEORGIA Jay Barker leads the Tide 
victory in a shootout with the Bulldogs. 


vol. 19 1989 BAMA VS. OLE 
MISS Gary Hollingsworth leads Bama’s 
comeback in a 62-27 win over the Rebels. 


vol.20 1977 BAMA VS. U.S.C. 
Bear Bryant's Tide upsets the number 1 
Trojans in the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum. 


iF RELIVE THE EXCITING MEMORIES OF 
THE CRIMSON TIDE’S GREATEST VICTORIES 


Limited quantities from the 1994:Collection, 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE On the cover: Sophomore split end Michael 


Vaughn was used almost not at all as a true fresh- 


man last year, but he has stepped in to help fill 
the vacancies at wide receiver. See Page 12. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


Page I+ 


Page 16 


OCTOBER °96/Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide 


The Linebackers: 


The Strength Of A Strong Defense 8 
It is hard to imagine a college team having linebackers better than the 1996 corps of headhunters at 
Alabama. Gene Stallings said linebackers would be the strength of the defense. by Kirk McNair 


Michael Vaughn: 


Alabama's “Catch 22” 12 
Michael Vaughn waited patiently in the wings as seniors dominated Alabama’s receiving corps in 1995. 
Now the sophomore is playing a big role for Bama at split end. by Donald F. Staffo 


Cedric Samuel: 

Making The Adjustments 14 
Senior free safety Cedric Samuel has a tendency to be aggressive, which has made the adjustment to 
playing under a new position coach and a new defensive coordinator an easy one. by Vincent Moore 


Men’s Basketball Outlook: 


It’s Rebuilding Time Again 16 
Basketball Coach David Hobbs has one all-star candidate and a few others who have seen action, but 
this year’s team will have to get help from newcomers. by Kirk McNair 


Women’s Basketball Outlook: 


Tide Has A Chance To Be Great 20 
Coach Rick Moody's women’ basketball squad is being picked to be among the nation’s best as the Tide 
roster features a handful of All-America candidates. by Donna Fromme 


Prep Prospects: 


A Look At Alabama’s Big Men 23 
Our first look at top high school football prospects examines the big men-linemen, tight ends and 
linebackers—in the state of Alabama. by Kirk McNair 


Fall Baseball: 
Wells Expects Another Good Team 28 


Alabama had an exceptional 1996 baseball season, but the losses from that team were severe. 
Nevertheless, Tide Head Coach Jim Wells thinks that a nucleus of returning players along with some 
talented newcomers bodes well for Bama in 1997. by Jeff Janes 


Women’s Softball: 


There’s A New Game In Town 29 
There’ a new sport getting under way at Alabama this year. Women’s [ast pitch softball will make its 
official debut in February, but the Tide is in fall practice now. by Vincent Moore 


The Departments 


Scorecard 6 
1996-97 Men’s Basketball Roster 19 
Opponents’ Football Schedules 30 
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Milestones 

When Alabama met Arkansas in Little 
Rock September 21, it marked the Crimson 
Tide's ],000th football game. Bama became 
the 20th Division 1A football team to reach 
that plateau. Earlier this year Notre Dame 
and Georgia reached the 1,000-mark in 
games played. 

The all-time leader in games played is 
Rutgers with 1,080. Others in the top 20 are 
Navy (1,052), Michigan (1,045), Syracuse 
(1,040), Virginia Tech (1,036), Penn State 
(1,034), Nebraska (1,030), North Carolina 
(1,024), Texas (1,020), Pittsburgh (1,019), 
Kansas (1,014), Maryland (1,011), Missouri 
(1,009), West Virginia (1,009), Ohio State 
(1,005), Vanderbilt (1,005), Kentucky (1,004), 
Notre Dame (1,002) and Georgia (1,001). 

Alabama has an actual on-the-lield record of 
716-242-42 (73.7 per cent) in those 1,000 
games, but because of an NCAA penalty taking 
away eight victories and one tie in 1993, the of- 
ficial record is 707-240-43 (72.9 per cent). 

While that NCAA penalty didn’t affect 
Alabama’s milestone games. played, it did af- 
fect the Tide’s milestone wins, Alabama be- 
came the third team in NCAA history to win 
700 games when the Tide defeated LSU, 35- 
17, in Baton Rouge in 1994. However, after 
the penalty was assessed, Bama had to win 
number 700 a second time, and did so last 
year with a 27-11 victory over Ole Miss in 
Oxford. 


National Championships 

How many national football champi- 
onships does Alabama have? The popular 
answer is 12. the seven awarded by 
Associated Press and/or United Press 
International, 1961, 1964, 1965, 1973, 1978, 
1979, 1992; the undefeated and Rose Bowl 
champion teams of 1925, 1930 and 1934; 
the undefeated 1926 team that tied Stanford, 
7-7, in the Rose Bowl; and the 1941 team, 
which was 9-2 (losses to Mississippi State 
and Vanderbilt) then beat Texas A&M in the 
Cotton Bowl. 

However, NCAA records also credit 
Alabama with having been named national 
champion by one or more recognized sys- 
tems for 1945, 1962, 1966, 1975, and 1977. 
So that’s 17...so far. 

Of those, the 1945 team probably has a 
better case than the 1941 squad. The 1945 
team was undefeated in regular season play, 
then demolished Southern Cal, 34-14, in the 
final Rose Bowl game that did not pair Big 10 
and Pac-10 (now Pac-12) teams. 


New Sports Coming 

New Alabama Athletics Director Bob 
Bockrath doesn’t have the luxury former 
Clemson Athletics Director Frank Howard 
had. Howard, a star football player at 
Alabama before gaining fame as Clemson's 
head coach and athletics director, was ap- 
proached by a group of students one year. 
Clemson has a lake and there was a club 
crew team, The members of the team wanted 
to be included as a varsity sport, getting ath- 
letics department funding and scholarships. 
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Howard told them, “It will be a cold day in 
hell when Clemson University pays athletes 
to sit on their butts and go backwards.” 

However, Bockrath, as most athletics direc- 
tors in the 1990s, is adding women's sports in 
order to comply with gender equity laws. 
Athletics departments are striving to have 
equal athletics scholarships for men and 
women. Bockrath has announced that two 
new sports, women’s water polo and women's 
crew, will be added. Crew involves very large 
teams, which will bring Bama close to being 
in line with scholarship equity. 

Ed Reed, who coached swimming and 
water polo at Brown, is Alabama’s aquatics 
sports director. [ts not inconceivable that he 
could coach Bama's new squad. 

The new sports do not involve having new 
facilities. Water polo will be in the 
University Aquatic Center, while crew would 
be on a lake, probably Lake Tuscaloosa. 


Facilities Upgrading 

Athletics Director Bob Bockrath sees good 
and bad at Alabama. “We've got a great foot- 
ball stadium and we've invested $6 million in 
state-of-the-art facilities for women’s gym- 
nastics and women’s volleyball, Those are 
better than anything I've seen for those 
sports,” he said. “After that, we lag behind 
everybody in terms of facilities.” Although 
Sewell-Thomas Baseball Stadium has recent- 
ly been enlarged and has under gone a Series 
of improvements and University Aquatic 
Center has recently been renovated, 
Bockrath said that golf, tennis, track, and 
women’s softball and soccer facilities are all 
“either substandard or in terrible shape. 
We've got real good facilities in some cases 
and real bad in others. We can’t have it that 
way.” 

Former Alabama golf star Jerry Pate, who 
is now one of the nation’s top golf course de- 
signers, was recently in Tuscaloosa to meet 
with Bockrath about the possibility of an up- 
graded golf facility. 


Well Paid 

Rumor has it that the most interesting 
reading most of the nation’s athletics direc- 
tors have had this fall is that of Alabama 
Athletics Director Bob Bockrath’s contract. 
No doubt most of them would like to have 
the same contract. 

Bockrath has a five-year contract (through 
June 30, 2001) with a base salary of 
$190,000. That salary alone would get the at- 
tention of most. But there’s more. He is eligi- 
ble for bonuses when the Alabama football 
team goes to a bowl game or either the men’s 
or womens basketball team makes it to the 
NCAA Tournament or the NIT semifinals. 
Additional bonuses occur if the football team 
makes it to the national championship game 
or if any Tide sport wins a national champi- 
onship. There is also a bonus if the gradua- 
tion rate for athletes exceeds the overall stu- 
dent body graduation rate by 5 per cent. And 
a bonus of up to 16.66 per cent of his base 
salary will be awarded if the Crimson Tide 
finishes in the top five in the annual Sears 


Trophy rankings, which rates colleges on 
men's and women’s combined all-sports suc- 
cess. Last year Alabama was 38th. “I can tell 
you that’s totally unacceptable,” Bockrath 
said. “We can do a whole lot better than 
that.” 

Theoretically, Bockrath could receive 
bonuses in excess of $100,000 per year. 

The new athletics director also has an an- 
nual expense account, use of an automobile 
for business and personal use, moving and 
relocation expenses reimbursed, and a hous- 
ing allowance of $1,200 per month for nine 
months or until he acquires permanent 
housing. 


Compliance Director 

A critical position in every athletics depart- 
ment is the director of compliance. Alabama 
Athletics Director Bob Bockrath has named 
former Tide All-America gymnast Marie 
Robbins as associate athletics director in 
charge of compliance. 

Robbins has added a law degree and several 
years experience in the field of compliance 
since being graduated magna cum laude from 
Alabama in 1990, She was an honors gradu- 
ate from Alabama’s School of Law in 1993 
and joined the Southeastern Conference as 
director of institutional and student services, 
meaning she was responsible for conducting 
on-campus compliance reviews for member 
institutions and assisting institutions with 
NCAA athletes’ certification, 

During her career at Alabama she was a 
four-time All-America, two-year captain, 
two-year SEC Champion, and helped Bama 
to the 1988 national championship. 

Robbins replaces Kermit Kendrick, a for- 
mer Academic All-SEC football player for the 
Tide, Kendrick has assumed the duties as co- 
ordinator of Alabama’s Lileskills Program, a 
new area of emphasis in the NCAA. 


Night Games 

After a number of years of Alabama’s men’s 
Saturday home basketball games being 
played in the afternoon, this year the 
Crimson Tide will play their Saturday home 
games at night except when television dic- 
lates an afternoon tip-off time. Additionally, 
the tip-off time for mid-week home games is 
moving up halfan hour, to 7 p.m. 

Alabama's January 11 game with Syracuse 
is to be nationally-televised by CBS with tip- 
off at 2 p.m., while the February 22 contest 
with Auburn will begin at 4 p.m. and be tele- 
yised on SportsSouth, the only home 
Saturday contests not at night. 

Bama’s midweek games televised by the 
SECS Jefferson Pilot Network will begin at 7 
p-m. The Tide meets South Carolina on 
January 22 and Kentucky on February 19. 

Televised road games this year are Auburn 
on January 28 on ESPN, and Mississippi 
State on February 1, Tennessee February 8, 
and Arkansas February 26, all on Jefferson 
Pilot. 

Alabama will play a Saturday afternoon 
game in the Birmingham-Jefferson Civic 
Center on December 21. The Tide will meet 
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Virginia Commonwealth with tip-off 30 min- 
utes following the completion of the 
Auburn-Murray State game, which is expect- 
ed to begin about noon, 

Bama opens the season at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
November 7 with an exhibition game against 
Marathon Oil. 


Hall Of Famer 

Former Tide basketball star T.R. Dunn 
(1974-77) has been selected for induction 
into the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame. Dunn, 
an All-America, went on to play in the NBA 
and is now an assistant coach at Charlotte. 
Induction of new members will be February 
22 in Birmingham. 


Fan Day 

The Alabama men’s and women’ basket- 
ball teams are planning to meet the fans in 
October. 

Both the men’s squad of Coach David 
Hobbs and the women's team of Coach Rick 
Moody will be at the Game Day Experience 
(behind the right field fence at Sewell- 
Thomas Stadium) prior to the Alabama- 
Kentucky football game October 5, home- 
coming. Players and coaches will sign auto- 
graphs and there will be [ree posters and pic- 
tures. 

Another Fan Day is tentatively scheduled 
for the morning of October 19 in Coleman 
Coliseum. Both teams will work out in a 
public practice and then be available for au- 
tographs. However, if the Alabama-Ole Miss 
football game is moved to a morning kickoff 
for television, the public workouts will be 
moved to Friday. 


Lucky Break 

David Patterson, Alabama's assistant head 
gymnastics coach and husband of Head 
Coach Sarah Patterson, probably didn’t feel 
so lucky when he fell while moving equip- 
ment into the Tides new facility at the back 
of Coleman Coliseum, He was pretty sure he 
had broken a rib, and that proved to be the 
case. Fortunately for Patterson, it proved to 
be a lucky break. Alabama Team Doctor 
Jimmy Robinson made a thorough examina- 
tion while he had Patterson in DCH Regional 
Medical Center. Robinson found what 
proved to be a two-inch tumor on Patterson's 
right kidney. 

Patterson under went successful surgery to 
remove the kidney September 12. The three- 
hour operation was performed by Dr. Ken 
Aldridge. Tests showed that the renal carci- 
noma had not spread to any other part of 
Patterson’s body because it was discovered 
early. Patterson, who is now home, is expect- 
ed to return to full duties with the defending 
national champion gymnastics team by early- 
to mid-November, 


Fast Start 

When Kathryn Cusick transferred from 
Florida to Alabama this year. Tide Women’s 
Golf Coach Betty Palmer probably expected 
Cusick to strengthen what appeared to be an 
already-strong Bama squad. But it may be 
that even Palmer didn't expect such quick re- 
sults. 

In Alabama’s opening tournament, Florida 
State’s Lady Seminole in Tallahassee, Cusick 
followed an opening-round 77 with back-to- 
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back two-under-par rounds of 71 to shoot 
even par 219 and take medalist’s honors, Her 
performance led Alabama to the team cham- 
pionship, a 912 score that was four shots 
ahead of North Carolina. Bama led the field 
of 18 teams alter each of the three rounds, 
The field included SEC teams Auburn, Ole 
Miss, Vanderbilt, Mississippi State, and 
Arkansas. 

The championship was Bama’s first since 
the 1989 team won two tournaments, and 
Cusick’s individual tide was the first by a 
Tider since 1991 when Leslie Spalding, now 
an LPGA card-holder, won the Women’s 
Southern Intercollegiate. 


Davis Cupper 

Rashid Hassan, a senior on the Alabama 
men’s tennis team, returned home to 
Zimbabwe for a week in September in order 
to compete in Davis Cup matches. His team- 
mates include two of the world’s best players, 
Byron Black and Wayne Black, top 25 world- 
ranked stars, Hassan has been a member of 
Zimbabwe's four-player Davis Cup team for 
five of the last six years. He first played at 
age 15, making him one of the youngest in 
the world at that time. He is currently 
ranked number three in Zimbabwe. 

Hassan'’s Davis Cup experience has put him 
in matches in the Czech Republic, Slovenia, 
Croatia, Denmark, Holland, Bulgaria, 
Morocco, the Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Portugal and Brazil. 


High Ranking 

Former Alabama tennis All-America Ellis 
Ferreira (1986-89), who finished his degree 
before beginning his professional tennis ca- 
reer, is currently ranked number 10 in the 
world in doubles when teamed with 
Holland's Jan Siemerink (who is ranked 20th 
in singles play). The pair has won three tour- 
naments in the past year, including the 
Vienna Tennis Trophy, the Sidney Peters 
International and the Monte Carlo Open, 
The duo beat the number one-ranked team 
in the world, Todd Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde, to win that first title in Vienna. 


Attractive Schedule 

A first glance at Alabama's swimming and 
diving schedule might raise expectations, but 
on further examination its not what it ap- 
pears. The Swedish women’s swim team is 
not coming to Tuscaloosa. (And, in any 
event, it wouldn't be that team of television 
commercial fame.) Part of the Alabama 
women’s swim team will open the season in 
Sweden, swimming against a top club team, 
October 18-20. 

The real season gets under way that same 
weekend as Bama men and women compete 
in a three-way meet with Northeast 
Louisiana and Delta State in Monroe, 
Louisiana, The home schedule begins 
October 26 when Bama hosts powerful 
Florida in an 11 a.m. meet on October 26. 


Alumni Meetings 

The big event of the University of Alabama 
National Alumni Association is 
Homecoming, which is in conjunction with 
the Kentucky game on October 5. Festivities 
will begin Friday, October 4, with a pep rally, 
fireworks, music and bonfire on the Quad. 


The Homecoming Parade is Saturday morn- 
ing and there will also be events on the 
Quad. 

The Alumni Association also has events for 
road games. On October 12 in Raleigh the 
association will host a barbecue in the 
Alabama tent in Wolfpack Village (outside 
the stadium in the fairgrounds) beginning 
two-and-a-half hours before kickoff. For the 
Tennessee game the pep rally will be at 5:30 
Friday, October 25, with a cruise and pep 
rally on the Tennessee River. The barge will 
leave at 5:30 from Calhoun's. Cost of the 
cruise is $15 per person and reservations 
must be made by calling (205) 348-1557. 
Information on all pre-game pep rallies is 
available at this number. 

In November the association will have a 
barbecue and jambalaya on November 9 in 
the LSU Assembly Center beginning two- 
and-a-half hours before kickoff. At Starkville 
on November 16, beginning an hour before 
kickoff, there will be a pep rally outside the 
stadium. The night before the Auburn game, 
at 6:30 p.m. November 22, the annual street 
party in Five Points South will feature music, 
cheerleaders, food and drink and special 
guests. 


Open Date 

For those who might wish to be in 
Tuscaloosa for Alabama's open date the 
weekend of November 2, the Junior League 
of Tuscaloosa will have its tenth annual 
Merry Market November 1-3 at the Bryant 
Conference Center. Merry Market is a collec- 
tion of gift shops and concessions with pro- 
ceeds going to Junior League charities for 
children and youth, the elderly and women 
and the family. 


Prep Meet 

The Alabama High School Athletics 
Association championship swim meet will be 
held at Alabama's University Aquatic Center 
November 2. 


High Cotton 

Like it or not, the biggest name in college 
football is Notre Dame. It’s pretty lonely in 
the next tier of big names, but Alabama is 
among them. And it was good to read in 
Sporting News the statement of Rose Bowl of- 
ficial Harriman Cronk discussing the in- 
volvement of the Rose Bowl in the College 
Football National Championship Alliance. 
“Imagine, for example,” Cronk said, “Notre 
Dame and Alabama finishing one-two, and 
that’s the game we get.” 

Notre Dame is the most discussed team in 
the nation. Recently there was a discussion 
on ESPN’ Internet site, ESPNET SportsZone, 
as to whether Notre Dame deserves the re- 
spect it receives. One of the comments: 

“Notre Dame is not the only school with a 
legacy of football greatness. Alabama—not 
that 1 am one of their number one fans—has 
the greatest college football coach of all time 
(Bear Bryant) in their past and also numer- 
ous national titles, but they are not given, 
nor is anyone else, the pre-season hype and 
media coverage that Notre Dame is always 
given.” 

The comment is particularly interesting be- 
cause it came [rom Jim Roe, a tackle on 
Auburn's football team. 


The Linebackers: 


The Strength Of A Strong Defense 


by Kirk McNair 


Alabama has both quality 
and quantity at critical 
linebacker positions 


enn State came by the nickname 
“Linebacker U” honestly, but a 
case could be made for Alabama 
to be “Linebacker School of Graduate 
Studies” this year. Alabama's tradition 
of great linebackers ranks with that of 
any school. Those in the state who 
didn’t grow up with the name Lee Roy 
Jordan a part of the lore probably idol- 
ized the likes of Woodrow Lowe or 
Barry Krauss and Rich Wingo or 
Derrick Thomas and Cornelius 
Bennett. 
This year’s Crimson Tide has the 
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Dwayne Rudd has proved to be one of the top linebackers in Alabama history in just over a year 


super star linebackers, but it also has 
great depth. It is hard to imagine a 
team with more strength than Alabama 
in the linebacker area. And it’s no sur- 
prise that Tide Head Coach Gene 
Stallings said before the season, “The 
strength of the defense is linebacker.” 
As the first third of the season has 
ended, he still says the strength of the 
defense is linebacker. 

However, the position took a major 
hit in Alabama’s 17-7 victory over 
Arkansas. Stallings admitted his confi- 
dence in the position was shaken a bit 
when senior middle linebacker 
Fernando Davis suffered a knee injury 
against the Razorbacks. Davis was ex- 
pected to have major reconstructive 
surgery on the knee to repair ligament 
and cartilage damage. He is out for the 
year. 

While Davis doesn’t have the reputa- 
tion of some of Alabama’s other 
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of full-time play. The junior led the Tide in tackles as a 


linebackers, he is a leader. In a pre-sea- 
son vote the players overwhelmingly 
selected him defensive captain. A year 
ago Davis was a third team middle 
linebacker, playing behind John 
Walters (who graduated) and fellow 
senior Tyrell Buckner. He had started 
only one game prior to his final sea- 
son. However, Davis, 6-3, 255, from 
Aberdeen, Mississippi, had a great 
spring practice and won the starting 
job, which he held through the first 
four games. He had 17 tackles, includ- 
ing three behind the line of scrimmage, 
and caused a fumble that set up a 
touchdown in Alabama's 36-26 victory 
over Vanderbilt. Less than a week earli- 
er Bama had lost back-up middle 
linebacker Franz Odom, 6-1, 236, 
sophomore, Semmes 

Stallings said that Buckner, 6-0, 252, 
from Denison, Texas, a senior who had 
been backing Davis up, would move 


“ 


sophomore and is in front statistically again this year. Rudd has exceptional speed and quickness for a 6-2, 245-pounder. He's also one of the hardest workers 


on the Crimson Tide football team. 
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into the starting job with sophomore 
Steve Harris, 6-1, 246, Town Creek, 
working behind him. 

Just before the Arkansas game, 
Stallings had said, “When we have 
Dwayne Rudd, Fernando Davis and 
Ralph Staten in the game, that’s three 
excellent football players.” 


hile middle linebacker was 
the premier defensive posi- 
tion in the three-yards-and- 


a-cloud-of-dust days of football a few 
decades ago, the outside linebackers 
are now the defensive glory position. 
And Alabama has a nifty pair in 
Dwayne Rudd at weakside linebacker 
and Ralph Staten at strongside 
linebacker. 

Rudd, 6-2, 245, has a chance to be a 
linebacker the equal of Bennett or 
Thomas, both of whom have gone on 
to prominence in professional football. 
While there have been numerous re- 
ports that Rudd would be a high draft 
pick if he elects to forego his senior 
season at Alabama, it will also be 
pointed out to Rudd that the most suc- 


cessful Alabama players in the 
National Football League completed 
their eligibility before turning profes- 
sional. Additionally, Rudd’s teammates 
say he is a conscientious student who 
wants to earn his degree. 

Rudd led the Tide in tackles as a 
sophomore when he turned in 91, and 
he is leading Bama defensively again 
this year. Through four games he had 
been involved in 32 tackles, six of 
them for losses totalling 38 yards, all 
team highs, and he had a pass intercep- 
tion and three quarterback pressures. 

He is one of 65 players nationwide 
named to the “Watch List” for the 
1996 Butkus Award. The list will be 
trimmed to 10 semifinalists on October 
17 and then three finalists November 
14. The winner will be announced 
December 14 in ceremonies at Walt 
Disney World in Orlando, Florida. 

Rudd made an impact as a freshman 
as he played in all games. He turned in 
two interceptions, including a dramatic 
interception and 23-yard run for a 
touchdown that gave Alabama the lead 
late in the Southeastern Conference 
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Championship Game against Florida. 

When the media met in Birmingham 
prior to the start of the 1996 football 
season, Rudd was selected pre-season 
All-SEC. 


taten, 6-3,. 208, senior from 
Skin: has been something of a 

problem child for Alabama. 
Although he never does anything bad, 
he has a history of not doing every- 
thing good. Earlier this year he was 
late for a team meeting and was sus- 
pended for the Southern Mississippi 
game. However, he came back and 
played well against Vanderbilt, includ- 
ing being one of the few to impress 
Stallings with his work on special 
teams. As a result, he went from sus- 
pended in the second game to captain 
of the special teams in the fourth 
game. 

Staten was the starter at strongside 
linebacker both as a sophomore and 
junior and saw action in all Bama 
games in his freshman year in 1993. 
He has ranked among Alabama’s tackle 
leaders each year. Earlier this year and 
he Rudd inadvertently combined on a 
big play. In the win over Vanderbilt, 
the Commodores had driven deep into 
Tide territory in the fourth quarter. 
Staten blitzed, forced the ball to pop 
out of the quarterback’s hands, and it 
landed in Rudd’s arms, ending the 
threat. 

Although Staten’s history of prob- 
lems (he was suspended for spring 
training for violation of team rules and 
was also held out of some games in his 
sophomore year) will keep him from 
earning some all-star honors, he likely 
has more football in front of him in the 
professional ranks. 

As a junior he was the Tide’s third 
leading tackler with 63 and as a sopho- 
more ranked second in tackles with 62. 


he starters get most of the play- 

i ing time at Alabama, but some 
back-ups have begun to get a 

few snaps, and they will be the 
linebackers of the future. Paul Pickett, 
6-2, 225, LaGrange, Georgia, had to 
under go back surgery and missed last 
season. Pickett had already been red- 
shirted (as a freshman in 1993), so 
1995 was a lost year for him and he is 
a junior. He came back in the spring 
and in the fall has challenged Staten 
for playing time. When Staten was sus- 
pended, Pickett got the starting call. 
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Fernando Davis made great progress last spring and emerged as a starter in his senior season. 
Additionally, he was the overwhelming choice of his teammates to be defensive team captain this year. 
Against Arkansas Davis suffered a knee injury that will end his season and his Alabama career. 


He also plays on special teams, and it 
was his bad luck to be the Tider who 
came closest to making a tackle on 
Vanderbilt punter Bill Marinangel 
when the Commodores surprised 
Bama with a run from punt formation. 
Pickett has seen his missed tackle nu- 
merous times in replays of the embar- 
rassing play. Pickett came to Alabama 
as a middle linebacker prospect, but is 
now at strongside. 

John Tanks, 6-4, 229, Butler, is the 
back-up to Rudd at weakside lineback- 
er. Tanks is a fifth-year senior who has 
seen action in all but one game in his 
Crimson Tide career. Most of his play- 
ing time has come on special teams 
prior to this year. Another senior, 
Lamont Floyd, 6-2, 234, Orange Park, 
Florida, has seen his playing time di- 
minish this year. He, took was sus- 
pended for the Southern Miss game for 
being late to a team meeting. 

Traditionally, linebackers cut their 
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teeth as*members of the special teams 
covering kicks. A handful of Tiders 
who are seeing most of their playing 
time on special teams will have to be 
counted on as linebackers of the fu- 
ture. They include Chris Edwards, a 6- 
2, 236-pound sophomore middle 
linebacker from Bessemer; Eddie 
Hunter, a 6-2, 205-pound sophomore 
strongside linebacker from LeFlore; 
Tito Smith, a 6-3, 224-pound sopho- 
more weakside linebacker (who was 
out last year with knee surgery) from 
Birmingham; and Granison Wagstaff, 
6-2, 238, sophomore middle lineback- 
er from Enterprise. 

Additionally, there is a chance that 
Steve Stanley, a back-up safety and 
member of the special teams, could be 
moved to weakside linebacker. He's 6- 
3, 210 and a sophomore from 
Leighton. The freshman class includes 
Rob-E Staten, a 6-1, 250-pound middle 
linebacker from Pearl, Mississippi. 
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Michael Vaughn: 


Alabama’s “ 
—_— | 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Lacking experience, he 
does have lots of talent 


hat a difference a year makes. A 

year ago Michael Vaughn was a 

third team wide receiver for the 
Alabama football team. Although he would 
be one of just a handful of true freshmen to 
see action in 1995, he was never a factor as 
he played behind flankers Toderick Malone 
and Marcell West. 

Now as a sophomore, Michael Vaughn is 
developing into the type of player fans want 
to watch. A starter at split end, he’s also get- 
ting the job done on special teams. To use an 
expression Head Coach Gene Stallings is 
fond of, Michael Vaughn is making plays. 

In his first career start for Alabama and on 
Bama’s first offensive play of the season, 
Vaughn caught a seven-yard pass from quar- 
terback Freddie Kitchens. He ended up as 
the leading receiver in that opening game 
win over Bowling Green with seven catches 
for 73 yards. 

“1 didn’t expect the ball to be thrown to me 
on first down,” Vaughn said. “I thought it 
was going to be to the halfback. But making 
a catch so quick felt great. It got me over my 
nervousness and helped my confidence.” 

Vaughn showed the results of that confi- 
dence—and the confidence his coaches and 
teammates have in him-by again leading the 
Tide in receptions in his second game, seven 
more catches for 70 more yards. 

Vaughn also made some big plays on the 
kicking teams in that second game victory 
over Southern Miss. He was on the punt 
rush team when the Southern Miss punter 
fumbled the snap. “I was just going to make 
him hurry his punt,” Vaughn said. “But 
when he fumbled the ball, 1 hurried in and 
pushed him out of the way. I saw Calvin 
(Hall) come out of nowhere to pick it up and 
run with it.” Later, as a member of the punt 
coverage team, Vaughn sprinted downfield 
and struck the Golden Eagles’ punt return 
man for zero return yardage, pinning 
Southern Miss at the five-yard line. “I was re- 
ally trying to get position on the guy because 
I didn’t want the coaches to get on me for 
letting the guy get behind me,” Vaughn said. 

Vaughn said catching passes, assisting in 
the fumble recovering, and making the play 
on punt coverage all give him equal satisfac- 
tion. “I was happy with all of them,” he said. 
“I just want to help the team any way I can. 
One hand washes the other.” 

A year ago Vaughn did not have a pass 
thrown to him. However, he does have experi- 
ence on special teams. As a freshman he re- 
turned 15 punts for 77 yards, a fine 5.1 average. 
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Sophomore Michael Vaughn went from a freshman who was utilized almost not at all in 1995 to 
Alabama's starting split end and Bama’s top receiver in early games. 


t may be because of that modest begin- 

ning that Vaughn didn’t have high per- 

sonal hopes for 1996, “I didn’t expect to 
start the season like this,” he said. “This was 
unexpected. | don’t think it was in the plan 
for me to be catching so many passes, but 
I'm glad I got started early. It has helped my 
confidence.” 

Another Stallings adage is that you get con- 
fidence by being successful. Vaughn has been 
successful. 

“All 1 want to do is contribute to the team 
and help us win,” he said. “I'm real happy 
with getting so many receptions so quickly, 
but I'm not out here for myself. | would be 
just as happy if Calvin and Marcell each had 
five times as many catches as | did. I'm 
happy as long as I contribute.” 

Vaughn said it was realistic, based on his 
freshman performance, to be a third down re- 
ceiver. However, an excellent spring training 
propelled Vaughn into a much bigger role. 

Receivers Coach Dabo Swinney said that 
after the departure of Malone, Curtis Brown 
and Chad Key, the three leading receivers on 
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last year’s team, that West was the only wide 
receiver with any experience returning. That 
meant a receiving corps had to be developed 
in spring practice. “I was just looking for 
guys to fill the rotation,” Swinney said. 
“Michael and Calvin soon separated them- 
selves from the others. They were eager to 
learn, they studied film, and they were con- 
sistent. Michael was making play after play 
after play. And when practice started in the 
fall, he kept doing the same thing.” 

Swinney became the full-time assistant 
coach in charge of receivers in time for 
spring training last year. He was greeted with 
a corps depleted by graduation. Therefore, 
he said he was counting on Vaughn, Hall, 
Shamari Buchanan and Chad Goss to fill 
what could have been a void. 

“Michael was one of those coming up who 
we felt had to step up and become a player,” 
Swinney said. “He accepted that challenge. 
He's playing a lot of football for us. 1 think 
he’s doing a good job so far, and he’s going to 
get better and better. Sometimes I have to re- 
mind myself that as a wideout he’s only a 
first-year player.” 
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So Vaughn, 6-1 and 200 pounds with 4.46- 
second speed in the 40-yard dash, jumped 
from his hope of being a role player to where 
Swinney feels he can be a key player. 
“Michael is a prototype receiver,” said 
Swinney. “Size is a definite advantage for 
him. He can get off the line, he can run by 
people, he can get up and catch the ball in 
traffic. 

“He's a guy that plays with a lot of confi- 
dence. But the thing I like about Michael is 
his intensity. He’s got some enthusiasm, and I 
like that. Sometimes he gets a little emotional 
and carried away, but I can deal with that. 

“He's the total package at wide receiver. He 
has a lot of ability. He’s the type of guy you 
go out and recruit. He's a player.” 

Swinney said there are three things he 
wants from his players: great effort, intensity, 
and to play aggressively all the time. 
“Michael gives you that,” he said. “He gets 
his confidence from playing like that. And he 
also gets it from his mother (Velma). I’ve 
talked with her on the telephone several 
times. She’s a quality person. She was always 
encouraging Michael, and, as far as football 
goes, made him believe that he could be as 
good or better than anybody. On the football 
field, Michael doesn’t fear anybody.” 


ll that, and Vaughn still has this sea- 
A= and two more years to play for 

the Tide. And Swinney said that 
Vaughn is going to get better. “Michael's 
made a lot of progress, but there are a lot of 
things he can still improve on, like reading 
defenses and running precise routes,” 
Swinney said. “And he can always improve 
on his blocking. All he needs is knowledge 
and experience. 

“Although Michael thinks he’s a good play- 
er now, | think that when he’s a senior he'll 
look back and be amazed at the improve- 
ment that he’s made.” 

That is in the future, though. Vaughn, 
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though ahead of schedule in his football 
progress, is still closer to graduation from 
high school than from college. A two-time 
first team All-Mississippi performer for 
Clarksdale High School, Vaughn as a senior 
caught 64 passes for 1,081 yards and 17 
touchdowns. He added 808 yards and six 
touchdowns on kickoff returns. As a junior 
he had 37 receptions for 740 yards and 14 
touchdowns, while making five interceptions 
from his defensive back spot. His 40 touch- 
downs set a Mississippi state record. 

A public relations major who hopes one 
day to be a television football analyst, 
Vaughn selected the Crimson Tide over 
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Tennessee, Arkansas, Ole Miss, Mississippi 
State and LSU. “I just loved the environment 
here,” he said. “I felt at home. | talked it over 
with my mom and she agreed that Alabama 
was a [ine place to go. And it wasn’t too far 
from home. 

“I also felt I could learn a lot from Curtis, 
Toderick and Chad before they graduated, 
and then | might be able to step in and con- 
tribute.” 

That's just what he’s doing. Keep your eye 
on number 22. Double-deuce just might be- 
come a very familiar and very visible jersey. 
And don’t just watch on offense. He's making 
things happen on the special teams, too. 
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Cedric Samuel: 


Making The Adjustments 


by Vincent Moore 


Senior safety has found aggressive Alabama defensive philosophy to his liking 


ne of the regular cries from defensive 

coaches on the practice field is 

“Adjust!” The defense has a set plan 
on each play, but if the offense comes out in 
an unexpected formation or if there is mo- 
tion from the offense, the defense has to 
make adjustments. That's particularly true 
for the last line of defense, the free safety. 

Senior Alabama safety Cedric Samuel 
makes those adjustments on the football 
field, and he has had no problems making 
some adjustments beyond those in his final 
season as a Crimson Tide defensive star. 

Former LSU Head Coach Curley Hallman 
was hired as the new secondary coach prior 
to spring practice. According to Samuel the 
adjustment hasn’t been difficult at all. “It's 
been pretty good playing for Coach 
Hallman,” Samuel said. “He's a good coach. 
He's straight-forward and he’s fair. He gives 
everybody a chance.” 

Another change that was made during the 
off-season was the elevation of Defensive 
Line Coach Mike Dubose to defensive coor- 
dinator. Both moves came in response to 
former Secondary Coach and Defensive 
Coordinator Bill Oliver leaving the Bama 
staff for the same positions at Auburn. 

Samuel immediately noticed the change in 
defensive philosophy. “Coach Dubose is a 
little different than Coach Oliver,” Samuel 
said. “He (Dubose) wants us as a defense to 
be more aggressive and more attacking.” 
That fits the Samuel style. 

Although Hallman is new to the staff this 
year, he had knowledge of the returning 
starter at free safety. “I looked at film and 
watched him when | was at LSU,” Hallman 
said. “I even saw him in high school. I 
thought he was good, but since I’ve been 
here | think he’s even better. He leads by ex- 
ample. He's just a fine football player.” 

The only down side Hallman sees to 
Samuel’s aggressiveness is that Samuel tries 
to spread himself too thin. “Sometimes he 
tries to make every play,” Hallman said. 
“He's always trying to do a little too much. 
Typically that happens early in the season 
when a player gets pumped.” 

Samuel came into the 1996 season de- 


Cedric Samuel has been a starting Alabama de- 
fensive back since his sophomore season. He is 
a good tackler, but he has also had some big in- 
terceptions and fumble recoveries. 1 “i 
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manding more of himself in order to help 
his team. “My goal this season is to be more 


competitive,” Samuel said. “I want to get 
stronger and faster and show more leader- 
ship. We are a good defense. We showed 
during the first two games that we can be an 
outstanding defense.” 


ff the field, Samuel is quiet, a young 
Om who takes life easy and appears 

to have no cares. On the football 
field it is a different story, as this mild-man- 
nered young man becomes a business-mind- 
ed football player whose only purpose is to 
give grief to opponents. 

“Off the field I'm pretty laid back,” Samuel 
said, “but on the field I'm a totally different 
personality. | become aggressive.” 

This aggressiveness on the field is one rea- 
son why the 5-9, 185-pound free safety from 
Demopolis is part of what many consider to 
be the best secondary in college football. 
And that style of play is critical to his posi- 
tion, Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings 
has pointed out that the primary job of the 
cornerbacks is to cover receivers, while the 
most important asset for a safety is the abili- 
ty to tackle. Samuel can tackle. As a junior 
he had 54, fifth best for the Tide. 

He was also fifth on the tackle chart with 
52 as a sophomore in 1994, when he started 
seven games. He also had an interception as 
a soph. 

Ideally, a team doesn't want its safety mak- 
ing too many tackles, because the safety is 
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ordinarily far off the line of scrimmage and 
when he makes a tackle, it's usually a big 
gain. But it’s bigger if the safety doesn’t make 
the tackle. 

And all of Samuel's tackles don’t come 
downfield. Last year he had one quarterback 
sack and another tackle for a loss of two 
yards and he also had a tackle-for-loss as a 
sophomore. He also had two interceptions 
and broke up three passes and had one fum- 
ble recovery as a junior. He also had two 
touchdowns, returning a fumble for 25 
yards and a score against Georgia, running 
back a pass interception for 15 yards to the 
end zone against North Texas. 

And Samuel has been durable. Last year he 
was in on 716 plays. Only Deshea Townsend 
among the secondary players had more. 

His best game prior to this year came 
against Tennessee during the 1994 season at 
Neyland Stadium when he registered 12 
tackles, broke up a pass, and almost grabbed 
an interception in the Tide's 17-13 victory. 

Samuel was one of nine true freshmen to 
see action for the Tide in 1993, Samuel 
played on special teams in every regular sea- 
son game except Vanderbilt, and started the 
Southeastern Conference Championship 
Game against Florida in the Tide's nickel set. 
Originally ticketed as a cornerback, his play 
in the five-back scheme resulted in his move 
to free safety. For the year he was in on 11 
tackles, including one for lost yardage. 

Since then Samuel has been consistent 
while playing for the Tide at free safety. Last 
spring he missed work with an ankle injury, 


E3ITGGB6 


i 


Featuring the art of 


~ 
4 Fill out the order form and mail with items 1,2 &3 to: a 
Designer Checks = P.O, Box 9300 + Anniston. Al 34202-9300 a 


Call Today! 1-800-239-9222 


rpo--------- 


Start my checks with number 


TOTAL AMOUNT 


Designer P.O. Box 9300 + Anniston, AL 36202-9300 


! 1 
! ! 
Sees ee | My day time phone \ 
! { 
wrpem Sinetrike | SINGLE CHECKS DUPLICATE CHECKS 1 
1979 Sugar Bowl. } O11 Box (200) $9.95 31 Box (150) $11.95 
4 2 Boxes (400) $18.95 4.2 Boxes (300) $22.95 { 
'¢ “The Sack” - Bennett's 1 = i 
fiurmous sack in the 1986 ; GAmerican Express IMasterCard Visa ' 
aerate te 1 Expiration Date: Mo Yr fi 
‘e “The Kick" - en EOS I Condé f 
game winning field ! 1 
against Avbum. 4 Name on Credit Card I 
e “The Tradition Continues” 1 Cardholder Signature f 
~ commemorating the Sugar | Please check that your credit card number bas been filled completely. | 
Bowl of 1992 und the Tide's | ‘ 
al Champestip. «| [Amount orchecks————SSSS—S*dS id‘ 
eee the wea, q Leather Checkbook Cover $14.95 ' 
REn OC 
FREE | 
dee 
Or 
* FREE c 1 1 
check register, & deposit slips. H |Name&AddressLabels & Address Labels 
<font Paice isi 
LINDA K. FRANKLIN 1 i) 
' 1 
! ( 

L 


and when he returned to action he put in 
some time at cornerback as well as safety, a 
little insurance for the Tide, which doesn't 
have the depth at cornerback it does at safe- 


ty. 


birthday September 26, first showed 

his toughness while playing corner- 
back for Coach Shaun Bonds at Demopolis 
High School. During the first game of his se- 
nior season, Samuel broke his hand and had 
to play the rest of the season wearing a cast. 
Much to opponents dismay, the cast didn't 
affect Samuel's play at all as he recorded 60 
tackles and three fumble recoveries for 
Demopolis. He also rushed for 186 yards on 
29 carries. 

When Samuel came to Alabama, the Tide 
was coming off a tremendous National 
Championship season, and a number of the 
players from that 13-0 team were still on the 
squad. Joining members of that team fueled 
Samuel's determination to win a national 
title. 

“They just increased my desire to win a 
national championship,” Samuel said. “We 
came close to winning one, but even though 
we didn't, those guys showed me how to 
play like a champion.” 

Off the field, Samuel's goal is to get his de- 
gree in physical education and, hopefully, 
continue his playing career for a while. “I 
want to graduate,” Samuel said, “but profes- 
sional football is in the back of my mind.” 


Gita who was to celebrate his 22nd 
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Men’s Basketball Outlook: 


It’s Rebuilding Time Again 


by Kirk McNair 


Washington is key Tider 
back; newcomers will 
have to provide help 


t seems as if Alabama Head 

Basketball Coach David Hobbs is al- 

ways building. So its somehow ap- 
propriate that a new home he has had 
built in Tuscaloosa is ready for occu- 
pancy. In fact, he has to be out of his 
present home on October 15, which co- 
incides with the start of basketball prac- 
tice. Nevertheless, juggling the moving 
schedule with the start of basketball 
practice is a small task compared to that 
of getting the 1996-97 Crimson Tide 
back into the NCAA Tournament. 

Hobbs is preparing to put his fifth 
Alabama basketball team on the court, 
and for the fourth time he is rebuilding. 
However, for the second time in his ca- 
reer, Hobbs will be able to start the pro- 
cess around his leading scorer. 

Upcoming senior small forward Eric 
Washington (6-4) started every game 
for the Crimson Tide in 1996 and fin- 
ished with an 18.6 points-per-game av- 
erage, second best in the Southeastern 
Conference. He led the SEC in three- 
point shooting, averaging 3.5 per game 
with a league record 113, and averaged 
6.9 rebounds. He also had a team high 
54 steals and earned second team All- 
SEC. For the second consecutive year 
Washington, a Dean’s List student and 
Academic All-SEC, will be the only full- 
time starter returning for Alabama. 
Bama returns one other player who av- 
eraged in double figures, soph point 
guard Brian Williams (6-1) getting 10.4 
per game as a freshman, and one other 
player who started as many as 20 
games, senior inside player Thalamus 
McGhee (6-9), who started 20 of the 29 
games in which he played. 

The big loss is center Roy Rogers, a 
first round NBA draft choice who aver- 
aged 13.5 points, 9.3 rebounds and set 
school, SEC and NCAA records for 
blocked shots with 156 swats. Also lost 
to graduation are four-year starting 
guard Marvin Orange; point guard 
Marco Whitfield, who started the final 
20 games of the year; and forward 
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Alabama Head Basketball Coach David Hobbs finds himself in a familiar position as the Crimson Tide 
prepares to open practice for the 1997 season. Bama once again has a number of holes to fill. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


Anthony Brown, who started 26 games. prior to his junior year and earned his 
Additionally, oft-injured and little-used MBA last year, elected not to return for 
center Wade Kaiser, who graduated a fifth year. 
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obbs is philosophical regarding 

the constant rebuilding process. 

“With only 13 scholarships and 
with the tendency of more and more 
underclassmen testing the NBA waters, 
you have to be in that mode,” he said. 
“For the second straight year we've lost 
four starters. I'd like to not do it that 
way; I'd like to have a veteran group 
back. But it’s not that way anymore.” 

Alabama actually played the 1996 sea- 
son with only 11 scholarshipped play- 
ers. The Tide managed a 19-13 record, 
including a surprising 9-7 mark in SEC 
play, good for a tie for second in the 
Western Division. Bama reached the 
semifinals of the NIT. 

One thing worse than being two 
under the scholarship limit is being 
three under the limit. Because of aca- 
demic problems with signees, Alabama 
will have only 10 scholarshipped play- 
ers available for games this season. 

But, Hobbs noted, “Even though we 
were rebuilding in a sense last year, we 
were doing it with guys who had been 
in our program. That meant we knew 
what they could do and they knew what 
we wanted to do. That's not to say that 
we knew Roy could be All-SEC and a 
first round draft choice, but we knew he 
could rebound and block shots. This 
year we're going to be depending on a 
lot of people who haven't been in the 
program, but I still think the key will be 
how the players we have returning have 
progressed. Game experience, even a 
limited amount of game experience, is 
critical. The players who have been in 
the program understand they will have 
to play a role. | think one reason we had 
more success than expected last year is 
that our players did perform their 
roles.” 

Rogers was a Cinderella story, step- 
ping in to fill the void left when 
McDyess defected to the NBA following 
his sophomore season in 1995. In 1997, 
Hobbs knows that an inside player is 
going to have to have a surprisingly 
good year. Of particular importance to 
Bama under Hobbs has been the pres- 
ence of an inside shot-blocker, first 
McDyess, then Rogers. No returning 
player has indicated an aptitude as a re- 
jection specialist. 

In addition to Washington, Williams 
and McGhee, Alabama returns only lit- 
tle-used forwards MC. Mazique (6-10 
sophomore) and Damon Bacote (6-3 ju- 
nior) and guards Anton Reese (6-1 
sophomore) and non-scholarshipped 
Blake Thrasher (6-3 sophomore). 


OCTOBER "96/Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Ai 


Eric Washington was a second team All-Southeastern Conference player as a junior and the sharp- 
shooting forward will be on some All-America checklists as his final season approaches. 


Another walk-on is center Scott 
Hamilton (6-8 junior). 

“I expect all of them to be better play- 
ers this year,” Hobbs said. “I think the 
returning guys have a good attitude. 
They all worked hard in the off-season 
and most of them spent the entire sum- 
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mer in Tuscaloosa. Damon Bacote 
played in a summer league in Virginia 
and Eric Washington went to Europe 
with an NIT all-star team, and the rest 
of them were working out and playing 
ball all summer.” 

The Tide coach thinks that Williams, 
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Alabama must hope that less is more in the case of Thalamus McGhee. McGhee played at over 300 
pounds throughout last season, but has worked his way down to a mere 265 pounds as he prepares for 


his final year. 


who was Mr. Basketball in Alabama as a 
high school senior, will be noticeably 
improved. “A year of experience makes 
a big difference,” Hobbs said. Although 
Williams led Alabama in free throw 
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shooting at 80 per cent and averaged 90 
per cent in SEC games (best among 
league players), he managed to shoot 
just 38 per cent from the field and 33 
per cent on three-point attempts and 


had a team-high 71 turnovers in his 
first year. Although Williams frequently 
played like a freshman, he also showed 
flashes of excellent play. And he was a 
clutch performer, hitting crucial free 
throws in the final minute in three 
Bama wins. 

Two players who were new last year 
and who did not perform at a high level 
could be dramatically improved this 
year because of weight. One, Thalamus 
McGhee, was hampered by his bulk. 
McGhee reported to Alabama at 332 
pounds and was never able to dip below 
300, one reason he averaged only 3.0 
points and 5.2 rebounds per game de- 
spite playing about 20 minutes per 
game. Since the end of the 1996 season, 
McGhee has been on a tough workout 
program and slimmed down to 265. 
The other, Mazique, had only 180 
pounds on his 6-10 frame last year. His 
post-season workout has added about 
40 pounds, primarily in the upper arms, 
shoulders and chest. Mazique had been 
out of organized basketball for two 
years prior to last season, and his best 
play came late in the year, notably a six- 
point, five-rebound performance in 17 
minutes in an NIT win over Missouri. 


obbs added, “Historically there 
Hr been growing pains with 

new junior college players, but 
we have got to have significant help 
from the guys coming in, particularly 
inside.” Hobbs went after immediate 
needs via the junior college route. The 
result was a recruiting class generally 
ranked among the nation’s top ten. 
However, that ranking would have to be 
re-evaluated since two of the signees, a 
junior college transfer who did not 
qualify, and a high school star who is a 
partial qualifier (meaning he can prac- 
tice but not play) did not meet academ- 
ic standards. Strong forward Donnie 
Johnson of Selma by way of Pearl River 
Junior College in Mississippi is not ex- 
pected to ever gain eligibility. Alfred 
Moss, a 6-9 inside player from Newnan, 
Georgia, will not be able to play this 
year, but he will be in school and will 
be able to practice. He will have three 
years of eligibility remaining beginning 
next year. 

Three of Bama’s four new players are 
coming from junior colleges. Alabama 
added inside player Demetrius 
Alexander (6-8) from Hutchinson 
(Kansas), wing player Ricky Poole (6-8) 
from Otero (Colorado) and point guard 
George Brown from the College of 
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1996-97 Alabama Basketball Roster 


Southern Idaho. From the high school 
ranks the Tide signed 6-9 inside player 
Jeremy Hays of Boaz. 

“One problem we had last year was 
that we were not consistent,” Hobbs 
said. “Part of that was trying to work 
several new guys into the program. It 
wasn’t a matter of a lack of effort. We 
just didn’t have a lot of experience, and 
so we didn’t get consistency.” Indeed. 
Bama was able to defeat Final Four par- 
ticipant Mississippi State on the road, 
but lose to lightly-regarded Bucknell in 
the consolation finals of the Cessna 
Classic. 

One thing the new players bring to 
Alabama is increased overall size. Last 
year’s Alabama line-up was frequently 
Rogers at 6-10, Washington at 6-4 and 
three 6-1 guards. Hobbs believes the 
1997 Alabama team will have greater 
luxury for an inside rotation. Only four 
players measured more than 6-5 last 
year. This season the Tide will haye six 
who are 6-7 or more, four of them 6-9 
or taller. 

Alabama has traditionally used an of- 
fense featuring a point guard, two wing 
players and two inside players. While 
Bama philosophy has always been to 
force the basketball inside to a big man, 
the presence of good perimeter shooters 
(particularly Washington) has elevated 
the three-point shot in importance in 
the Alabama offense. 

The Tide will continue to rely primar- 
ily on a man-to-man defense with some 
half-court and full-court trap. 

Washington is almost certain to be 
the starter at one wing spot and 
Williams is the clear favorite to win the 
point guard job. Brown is the only other 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent Site 


Aug. 31 Bowling Green Birmingham 
Sept. 7 Southern Miss Birmingham 
Sept. 14 Vanderbilt Tuscaloosa 
Sept. 21 Arkansas Little Rock 
Oct.5 Kentucky Tuscaloosa 
Oct. 12 North Carolina St. Raleigh 
Oct. 19 Mississippi Tuscaloosa 
Oct. 26 Tennessee Knoxville 


Nov.9 LSU 
Nov. 16 Mississippi St. Starkville 
Noy. 23. Auburn Birmingham 
Dec. 7 SEC Championship Atlanta 
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1996 UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 


Baton Rouge 


Name Po 
Demetrius Alexander 
Damon Bacote 


Hgt 
6-8 
6-3 
6-0 
6-8 
6-9 
6-10 
6-9 
6-8 
6-1 
6-3 
6-4 
6-1 


George Brown 
Scott Hamilton 


Jeremy Hays 
M.C. Mazique 


Thalamus McGhee 
Ricky Poole 
Anton Reese 

Blake Thrasher 
Eric Washington 
Brian Williams 


Hometown 

St. Louis, Mo. 
Hampton, Va. 
Bronx, N.Y. 
Centralia, Wash. 
Boaz 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Houston, Texas 


Wet 
235 
190 
175 
230 
220 
220 
265 
190 
185 
175 
185 
190 


Bessemer 
Lithonia, Ga. 
Garland, Texas 
Jackson, Miss. 
Montgomery 


Head Coach: David Hobbs (Four years, 78-46) 
Assistant Coaches: Thad Fitzpatrick, Bob Marlin, Mike Davis 


point guard in the program. 

Washington has great confidence in 
his outside shot. Additionally, he has 
improved dramatically in each of the 
past two seasons, particularly as a ball- 
handler capable of creating his own 
shot. 

Williams, a former Mr. Basketball in 
Alabama, could be Bama’s first complete 
point guard (scorer, assist man, defend- 
er) since Gary Waites in 1991. In addi- 
tion to the normal problems of transi- 
tion from high school, Williams had 
knee problems last year. He under went 
arthroscopic surgery in the spring and 
progressed well through the summer. 

The primary battle for starting jobs 
will be at wing guard and at the two post 
positions, strong forward and center. 

At wing guard, Reese had limited 


home — Go Places With the Tide. 


Now accepting deposits for 
SEC Championship Game 
and Bowl Game packages 


Don’t Let Game Day Catch You At Home 
Go Places With The Tide 


Going Places Travel is pleased to offer its ninth edition of “Going Places 
With the Tide” travel packages. This year’s team has post-season and cham- 
pionship aspirations, so you won't want to miss a single play. In addition to 
the packages for Bama’s road games, Going Pla 
offer its very affordable home game packages. Don’t let game day catch you at 


playing time in 23 games last year, aver- 
aging just 4.6 points per game, but 
scored 19 points and pulled down six 
rebounds against Kentucky in 
Lexington. His playing time was limited 
by defensive deficiencies and because 
he had some difficulties in getting open 
for shots. Thrasher didn’t score much, 
but is an excellent defensive player. 
Poole averaged 17 points and six re- 
bounds as a wing guard in junior col- 
lege. 

McGhee and Mazique are the most 
experienced inside players returning, 
but Alexander (who averaged 19 points 
and 9.4 rebounds in junior college) is 
expected to push for a post position. 
Mazique and Alexander can also play 
wing. Hays, will be worked at the low 
post. 


ces Travel will once again 


205 424-9694 
1-800-239-2072 
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Women’s Basketball Outlook: 


Tide Has A Chance To Be Great 


by Donna Fromme 


On paper, Bama appears 
to be loaded and rankings 
in pre-season agree 


ever has the immediate future looked 
Noe for the Alabama women’s 

basketball team. Even Head Coach 
Rick Moody has a hard time putting on a 
grim countenance when confronted with the 
evidence in the form of his 1996-97 roster. 
I's a dandy. 

Moody returns four of his five starters, one 
of them All-America Shalonda Enis, from a 
1996 squad that was a three-point bucket 
(in overtime, no less) away from advancing 
to the Elite 8 of the NCAA Tournament. He 
replaces the void with a woman who is well 
acquainted with starting in big-time 
Alabama games, center Yolanda Watkins. 
Watkins was an _ All-Southeastern 
Conference performer and pre-season candi- 
date for All-America last year, but had to sit 
out the season after suffering a summer 
knee injury. She under went reconstructive 
surgery, spent last season rehabilitating, and 
comes back for her senior season in peak 
condition. 

As if that wasn’t enough ammunition, re- 
inforcements include the 1996 National 
Junior College Player of the Year, the 1996 
Miss Basketball of Alabama, and a junior 
college player who led her team to the na- 
tional championship title game last season. 

So great is the Crimson Tide’s potential 
that it has attracted the nation’s spotlight. 
Those who follow women’s basketball be- 
lieve this Alabama team is for real. When 
Lindy’ hits the newsstands with its national 
basketball publication, its number one pick 
will be the Crimson Tide. Members of the 
United States Basketball Writers Association 
earlier voted Alabama number two in the 
nation-preseason. And Dick Vitale’ College 
Basketball Preview ranks Bama number six 
in the nation. 

“1 truly appreciate those people who rec- 
ognize the potential we have,” Moody said. 
“We want to do everything we can to live up 
to those expectations. | can assure you that 
no one has a higher expectation level about 
this basketball team than we have.” 

Moody has earned those expectations. He 
has had the Tide in post-season NCAA play 
for the past five seasons. 


ack for Bama is National Player of the 
Year candidate Shalonda Enis, who led 
the Southeastern Conference in both 


scoring and rebounding for much of last 
season. The Celeste, Texas, native trans- 
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The Alabama women's basketball team features All-America candidates at the inside positions. Yolanda 
Watkins (left) was an All-America candidate prior to last season, but had to miss the year with a knee in- 
jury. Shalonda Enis came in and replaced Watkins in the 1996 lineup and earned first team All-America 


honors. 


ferred to Alabama last season from Trinity 
Valley Community College, where she led 
her team to the national championship and 
was voted the National Junior College 
Player of the Year. 

Enis last season became only the second 
junior college transfer to earn first team 
Kodak All-America in her first year of play 
at the Division I level. Enis may hope that 
history repeats, because the only other ju- 
nior college transfer to earn All-America in 
her junior season was Georgia's Saudia 
Roundtree, who followed up that award 
with the Naismith National Player of the 
Year honor in her senior season. 

Enis followed fast on the heels of the most 
honored player in Alabama history, and took 
only a year to begin smashing the records of 
Niesa Johnson. Enis broke Johnson's single 
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season scoring record with 766 points as she 
averaged 23.9 points per game. In nine 
games she scored 30 or more points, includ- 
ing scoring 30 against Stanford in the NCAA 
West Regional semifinals. She also averaged 
9.5 rebounds per game. 

The Tide line-up has at least two others 
worthy of All-America consideration. 
Watkins, the 6-2 force who was national 
high school player of the year out of Decatur 
High School, averaged 16.0 points and 9.2 
rebounds per game her junior season in 
1995, despite playing with the high-scoring 
Johnson. She led the SEC in rebounding. 
And she has a school record 43 double dou- 
bles in her three previous seasons. She also 
holds the women’s school record in blocked 
shots. 

A huge impact player for Bama last year 
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was Dominique Canty, the point guard who 
came from high school to replace Johnson in 
the Alabama backcourt. She made history 
when she became the first freshman named 
SEC Tournament Most Valuable Player. In 
the SEC Championship Game, against even- 
tual national champion Tennessee, Canty 
had 23 points and 11 rebounds. She was 
named Freshman All-SEC and Freshman 
All-America after averaging 14.6 points and 
6.8 rebounds. In her introduction to NCAA 
post-season play the Chicago native scored 
31 points in 20 minutes in the first round 
win over Appalachian State. She scored 14 
points in a span of 2:01 in that game. Canty 
scored in double figures in 27 of the 31 
games in which she played as a freshman. 

Bama’s other returning starters don't have 
the flashy numbers, but their roles are criti- 
cal to Crimson Tide success, Last season 
guard Leah Monteith shut down the nation’s 
leading scorer, Cindy Blodgett of Maine. 
Blodgett averaged 27 points per game last 
year, but in 36 minutes of play with 
Monteith dogging her Blodgett managed 
only four points. 

Point guard Brittney Ezell earned All-SEC 
Tournament last year. Moody calls her the 
“engine” of the Crimson Tide express. She 
averaged 8.2 points and 5.6 assists last sea- 
son. “She's the engine, our emotional lead- 
er,” Moody said. “She's our on-the-floor 
leader. I's exactly what you need in a point 
guard.” 


he team doesn't end with the starters 
[ and stars. Tausha Mills, Enis’ former 
Trinity Valley teammate, is a 6-2 mass 
who led Trinity Valley to the 1996 National 
Junior College Championship. In that title 
game she faced her future Alabama team- 
mate, point guard Rebecca Baragry, who 
played for national runner-up Independence 
Community College. Also jumping in from 
the junior college ranks is 6-3 LaToya 
Caudle, the state's top-rated junior college 
player during her career at Northwest 
Alabama. Caudle originally signed with 
Bama out of high school, but went to junior 
college to gain academic eligibility. 

The freshman class includes guard Nicole 
Carruth, who was selected Alabama's “Miss 
Basketball” by the Alabama Sports Writers 
Association, Another new Tider is a Bama 
legacy, Reagan Croyle, the daughter of for- 
mer Tide football star John Croyle. Reagan, 
6-1, was an all-state forward at Westbrook 
Christian. 

Returning from last year’s squad are top 
subs, 6-0 inside player Latrish Jones (5.5 
points, +.5 rebounds per game) and guard 
Pam Duncan (7.2 points, 4.8 rebounds per 
game). 

No wonder Moody said, “On paper, it’s the 
most talented team we've ever had. But,” he 
added, “paper's awfully cheap.” 

Moody said, “There are a lot of great teams 
out there, and we've got a chance to be one 
of them.” 

After a November 14 home exhibition 
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Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant’s First Year 
at the University of Alabama 


A Hard-Nosed, Down-in-the-Dirt, Toe-to-Toe, Heart- 
to-Heart account of the most successful coach in 
football history during a time when he was up 
against the wall to turn around the 
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brush-wp against Uralmash, Alabama opens 
its season on Sunday, November 17, at the 
State Farm Hall of Fame Classic, women’s 
basketball’s equivalent to the “Kickoff 
Classic.” Five of the nation’s top teams will 
be involved and the Tide will be going 
against event host Stanford, the nation’s pre- 
season number one team. The game will be 
televised live by ESPN. It's worth noting that 
a game between defending national champi- 
on Tennessee and Western Kentucky drew 
the warm-up spot and television on the sec- 
ondary network, ESPN2. 

Another measure of Alabama women's bas- 
ketball is that this year there will be a charge 
for admission, $5 for adults and $2 for 18- 
and-under. But it should be worth it, partic- 
ularly in two marquee games, Tennessee on 
January 26 and Vanderbilt in the final regu- 
lar season game on February 23. 

Alabama will once again hosts its Sheraton 
Capstone Inn Classic. This year’s tourna- 
ment will be December 6-7 with a field that 
includes Lynn University, Northwestern 
State and Alabama's first-round opponent, 
Jackson State. 

Moody’s team continues with its tradition- 
al heavy early season tournament load, 
Bama will play in the San Juan (Puerto Rico) 
Shootout, Coastal Carolina’s Holiday Beach 
Classic, and in Miami's tournament, in addi- 
tion to the Tide’s own event. 
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Prep Prospects: 


by Kirk McNair 


Linemen and linebackers 
are always high priority 
for college recruiters 


skill position players grab most of the 

headlines in football coverage, but that 
the truly great teams are the ones with 
good linemen. 

Most of the talk in Alabama this year re- 
garding top high school prospects has cen- 
tered on the skill position players. In vari- 
ous newspaper lists of the state’s high 
school seniors who will be most-highly re- 
cruited, the preponderance of names were 
those of backs and wide receivers. It’s 
probably true that there are fewer senior 
linemen who are top prospects in Alabama 
high school this year than is usually the 
case. However, that doesn’t mean there 
aren't some outstanding linemen in the 
state, and Alabama, facing a critical re- 
cruiting year for offensive and defensive 
linemen, linebackers and tight ends, is in- 
volved with some of those players. 

The University is not permitted to com- 
ment on recruiting (and wouldn't even if 
the rules allowed it), and this is not an 
Alabama list of top prospects. This list of 


I: has frequently been noted that the 


A Look At Alabama’s Big Men 


early football commitments. Whereas 

Penn State (among others) already has 
about as many commitments as it has schol- 
arships, the first announcements of high 
school football seniors saying they will sign 
with Bama ordinarily don’t come before 
December, after the prep season. 

However, Alabama has already received a 
commitment from a player regarded by 
many as the top prospect in Alabama. Kecalf 
(pronounced “Kelve”) Bailey, a cornerback 
at Tuscaloosa Central, announced 
September 16 he will sign with Alabama 
February 5. The commitment is non-bind- 
ing. 

Bailey, 5-10, 175, runs a 40-yard dash in 
4.3 seconds. In addition to being a star on 
Central's top-rated football team, he was a 
member of the 4x100 relay team that won 
the state title last season. He was rated the 
top prospect in the state by the Tuscaloosa 
News and is in the top five in every Alabama 
recruiting list. Bill King’s Southeastern 
Recruiting lists him as the number one cor- 
nerback in the South and he is on the 
Pigskin Preps list of top 75 players in the 
South. 

Bailey picked Alabama over Notre Dame 
and Tennessee. He said he had always want- 
ed to go to Alabama, but in early interviews 
had said he was undecided on a college. The 
reason? “I wasn’t sure Alabama was interest- 
ed.” He said that changed when he made an 
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Tide Gets First Commitment 


Kecalf Bailey 


unofficial visit to Alabama to watch the 
Bama-Vanderbilt game. Assistant Coach 
Curley Hallman, who coaches the Tide sec- 
ondary, assured Bailey he had a scholarship 
offer. 

Bailey is on track to be academically eligi- 
ble and plans to take the ACT test again to 
raise the score of 17 he made when he took 
the test for the first time as a junior, 

—Kirk McNair 
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(at 


Michael Barfield 


linemen, tight ends and linebackers has 
been compiled from various printed 
sources, including recruiting publications 
and a few state newspapers—Tuscaloosa 
News Sweet 16, The Birmingham News 
Super Seniors, Birmingham Post-Herald 10 
Most Wanted, and Montgomery Advertiser 
Elite 11. 

Later we will have reports on the top 
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skill position players in Alabama and on 
the top players in surrounding states. 
These prospects are in alphabetical order. 


he Mobile area has been a hot spot 

[ in recent years for top college foot- 
ball prospects. Although there do 

not appear to be as many highly-recruited 
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Ben Fox 


players in the Port City area this year, there 
are some. One of them is Zephaniah 
Anderson, a 6-4, 260-pound lineman for 
Coach Terry Curtis at Mobile Murphy. He 
was honorable mention on Super Seniors. 

Michael Barfield, 6-5, 270, is an offen- 
sive lineman for Coach Billy Kinard at 
Dothan Northview. He runs a 5.18 40-yard 
dash, bench presses 360 and squats 640. 
Barfield has been generally ranked as one 
of the top ten prospects in the state and is 
featured in such recruiting publications as 
Pigskin Preps, where he is ranked as one of 
the South’s top 75 senior players. He was 
third on Sweet 16, seventh on Super 
Seniors and eighth on 10 Most Wanted. 

Adam Brown is relatively small as tight 
ends now go, but the 6-4, 225-pounder is 
having a good season for Coach Bobby 
Moore at Tuscaloosa County in Northport. 
He wasn’t on most of the pre-season re- 
cruiting lists, but those lists change as the 
season progresses. 

Josh Case, 6-5, 295, is another of those 
who didn’t get much pre-season publicity, 
but he’s a fine offensive lineman for Coach 
Roger Hibbs at Pell City. 

Coach Rush Propst at Eufaula has one of 
the top linebacker prospects in the state in 
Roderick Chambers, 6-3, 215. He was 
ranked 12th in the Sweet 16, 16th by The 
Birmingham News and a top 40 player by 
Birmingham Post-Herald. He reportedly 
made an impression at Alabama’s summer 
football camp. 

Derrick Cloud, 6-4, 230, was listed as a 
defensive end and running back in some 
recruiting publications and by The 
Birmingham News, but he’s being looked at 
as a tight end. He plays for Coach Michael 
Clisby at Birmingham Jackson-Olin. He 
was honorable mention by Elite 11. 

Undrae Crosby is listed in some publica- 
tions as a 225-pounder, but the big tight 
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Philip Gambrell 


end for Coach Jimmy Foshee at Stanhope 
Elmore in Millbrook checks in at 6-5, 250. 
He was listed as a top 40 prospect by the 
Post-Herald and honorable mention Elite 
11 and Super Seniors. 

If the name Kelvin Dansby seems famil- 


iar its because he’s the younger brother of 


Melvin Dansby, now starting at defensive 
tackle for Notre Dame. Many believe 
Kelvin, a 6-3, 210-pound, linebacker for 
Coach Sylvester Campbell at Birmingham 
Ensley, will follow his brother to South 
Bend. He was honorable mention Sweet 
16, Super Seniors and Elite 11 and ranked 
16th by the Post-Herald. 

Shawn Draper is listed as a defensive 
end in some publications, and was a sec- 
ond 16 pick by the Tuscaloosa News as a 
defender, but the 6-4, 255-pounder is pri- 
marily a tight end for Coach Ron Danley at 
Huntsville Butler. He was a top 40 pick by 
the Post-Herald and honorable mention by 
the Advertiser. 

Ben Fox, 6-4, 250, is an offensive line- 
man at Brantley, where he plays for Coach 
Roland Jones. Fox was on the second 16 
and honorable mention Super 12 and Elite 
11. 

Over the years a top program in Alabama 
has been Vigor High School in Prichard. 
One of the stars for Coach James Perine 
this year is Edward Frazier, a 6-7, 270- 
pound offensive lineman. He was honor- 
able mention Super 12 and Elite 11 

Ryan Gill, 6-4, 260, is an offensive line- 
man for Coach Jimmy Nazary at Foley. 
The Birmingham News included him on 
their honorable mention top prospects list. 

Philip Gambrell, a 6-8, 285-pound line- 
man for Coach Jerry Hill at Coffee of 
Florence, was ranked 18th in the state by 
The Birmingham News, was in the second 
16 list of the Tuscaloosa News, and top 40 
by the Post-Herald. He attended Alabama's 
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Vernon Marable 


football camp between his sophomore and 
junior season. On offense he plays guard 
and tackle, while on defense he is an end. 
He runs a 5.0 40-yard dash. Gambrell is 
also a shot put and discus man for the 
track and field team. 


Jimmy Nave at Tanner. 


Joe Yount 


Travis Hines was called “the sleeper 
among the 10 Most Wanted and was a sec- 
ond 16 pick by the Tuscaloosa News. He's a 
6-2, 225-pound linebacker for Coach 
He runs a 4.6 40. 
Hines had over 100 tackles as a junior. 
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light cheddars or 
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Jerome Jenkins is a 6-0, 220-pound 
linebacker at Gadsden Emma Sansom, 
where he plays for Coach Alan Lee. He was 
a second 16 pick by the Tuscaloosa News. 


oach Spence McCracken has been a 
( part of excellent high school foot- 
ball teams and outstanding players 
for a number olf years, the last couple at 
Opelika High School after a long stint as 
head coach at Montgomery Lee. A star for 
Opelika this year is linebacker Jimmy 
Johnson, 6-1, 210. He was second 16 by 
the Tuscaloosa News and honorable men- 
tion Super Seniors and Elite 11. 
One of the top high school programs in 
the nation for the past couple of years has 
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been the Tuscaloosa Central team of Coach 
Buzz Busby. While a number of skill posi- 
tion players at Central get top billing, 
Rashun Jones, a 6-2, 245-pound lineback- 
er, was top 40 by the Post-Herald and hon- 
orable mention Super Seniors and Elite 11. 

Frank Loftis wasn't given a great deal of 
pre-season publicity, but the 6-3, 288- 
pound offensive lineman for Coach 
Michael Shipp at Arab is drawing some at- 
tention. 

Vernon Marable, 6-3, 240, is a defensive 
end for Coach Danny Horn's fine Ashland 
Clay County team. He also sees some ac- 
tion at tight end and on the defensive line. 
He was honorable mention Super Seniors 
and Elite 11. 
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Hart McGarry wasn't on many pre-sea- 
son all-star lists, but when he reported 
back to Coach Thomas Lucas at Prattyille 
High School for his senior year, the 6-5 of- 
fensive guard had muscled up by 34 
pounds to 250. He was an Elite 11 honor- 
able mention. 

Philip Milton, 6-2, 220, is a linebacker 
for Coach Ronald Cheatham at 
Birmingham Wenonah. He was a second 
16 pick by the Tuscaloosa News, second 40 
selection by the Post-Herald and honorable 
mention Super Seniors and Elite 11. 

Larry Paul, 6-2, 240, gets to see a little 
action with a football in his hands some- 
times as a fullback for Coach Wes Simpson 
at Moody, but Paul is primarily known for 
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his work as a defensive lineman. He was 
rated 18th by the Post-Herald (and listed as 
a fullback), a Tuscaloosa News second 16 se- 
lection and was honorable mention Super 
Seniors and Elite 11. 

For the second consecutive year recruiters 
are watching Coach Phillip Lolley’s North 
Jackson team’s defense in Stevenson. Last 
year Kenny Smith was the star performer. 
This year a transfer, Carlton Person, is 
spear-heading the defense. He's a 6-2, 230- 
pound linebacker. He’s ranked 14th on the 
Sweet 16. 

One of those relative unknowns in pre- 
season has turned some heads in early fall 
play. Whitney Polson is a 6-0, 230-pound 
defensive lineman who plays tackle and end 
at Mountain Brook for Coach Joey Jones, 
the former Tide star wide receiver. Polson 
benches 325 and squats 500 and runs a 4.9 
40-yard dash, In the first two games this 
year he had 21 tackles, four for losses, and 
four quarterback sacks. One of his tackles 
behind the line was [or a safety. 

Willie Purifoy, 6-5, 300, is an offensive 
lineman for Coach Gene Allen at 
Greenville. He was named the state's 17th 
best prospect by the Post-Herald and 21st by 
The Birmingham News. 

As a junior, Corey Sears, 6-1, 210, was an 
all-state linebacker for Coach Jim Perry at 
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Montgomery Robert E. Lee as he recorded 
over 100 tackles. He's an honorable mention 
Super Seniors and Elite 11, 

Veteran Coach Don Woods at Hartselle 
has one of the biggest players in the state. 
Lamar Stevenson is a 6-4, 320-pound offen- 
sive lineman. 

Reid Tankersley, 6-5, 250, a tight end for 
Coach John Maddaloni at Wetumpka, has 
been in both Alabama and Auburn football 
camps. Although he has an Auburn back- 
ground, he is said to be considering Bama. 
He was ranked 11th by the Post-Herald and 
20th by The Birmingham News and was hon- 
orable mention Elite LI. 

If Robert Taylor is as tough a player as his 
coach was, then he should be able to live up 
to his pre-season billing. Taylor, 6-6, 230, is 
a defensive end at Birmingham Parker, 
where he plays for former Tide All- 
Southeastern Conference defensive back 
Tyrone King. Taylor was ranked 15th by 
The Birmingham News, 20th by the Post- 
Herald, and was a second 16 selection by 
the Tuscaloosa News. 

The Alabama high school lineman getting 
the most pre-season attention was Fred 
Weary of powerful Montgomery Robert E. 
Lee. Weary, a 6-5, 260-pound offensive line- 
man, plays for Coach Jim Perry: He is listed 
among the South's 75 best players by 


Pigskin Preps and was _ third on the Elite 11, 
sixth on the LO Most Wanted, eighth on the 
Super Seniors, and 10th on the Sweet 16. 
He is a two-time state heavyweight 
wrestling champion, graded 80 per cent as a 
junior offensive lineman and had 55 tackles 
in limited play on defense. 

Chris Wheeler, 6-1, 218, is a linebacker 
for Coach Bobby Overton at Sylacauga B.B. 
Comer. He was ranked seventh on the Elite 
11, 11th on the Super Seniors, 12th by the 
Post-Herald, and 15th on the Sweet 16. He is 
a nephew of former Tide star defensive end 
Dameian Jeffries. As a junior Wheeler led 
the defense on B.B. Comer’s 14-1 team. He 
was all-state with 157 tackles, eight sacks 
and four pass interceptions. He also plays 
tight end and could play fullback in a pinch. 

Joe Yount ranked seventh on the Sweet 
16, ninth on the 10 Most Wanted, 12th on 
the Super Seniors and was honorable men- 
tion on the Elite 11, He’s a 6-4, 255-pound 
tight end and defensive tackle for Coach 
Paul McAbee at Albertville. He expects to be 
a defensive lineman in college. He went to 
both Alabama’s and Auburn's football camp. 
He has an unusual double in track and field: 
shot put and 100-meter dash (and he had a 
time of 11.4 in the state track meet). He had 
59 tackles, including 11 for losses, eight 
sacks and two fumble recoveries last year. 
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Wells Expects Another Good Team 


by Jeff Janes 


Returning players and 
newcomers look strong 


wo years ago Jim Wells headed into 
| his first fall baseball practice as the 
“new guy in town,” as head baseball 
coach at The University of Alabama. It's 
true he had been an assistant baseball coach 
for one of the top programs in the nation at 
LSU and had learned under the tutelage of 
legendary Coach Skip Bertman. Wells had 
also developed a reputation as being a reha- 
bilitator of broken teams when he turned 
Northwestern State's program’ in 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, into the pride of 
the Southland Conference by winning 192 
games and three conference titles in five 
years. 

Two years later, Jim Wells finds himself in 
a familiar position after directing the 
Crimson Tide to a Southeastern Conference 
title and an appearance in the College World 
Series. And Wells is now one of the most 
recognizable faces connected with Alabama 
athletics. As Wells begins his third year at 
the helm of the Crimson Tide baseball team 
he finds himself replacing over half his ev- 
eryday starting lineup and seven of 10 pitch- 
ers who helped Bama reach Omaha. 
However, the nucleus exists for another 
solid team, and Wells and his staff are opti- 
mistic entering fall baseball practice. 

The NCAA allows teams 18 weeks in the 
fall and spring for practice. Teams can use 
the 18 weeks any way they desire but Wells 
has decided to construct his own method. 
“We'll practice four weeks this fall and con- 
clude on October 20,” Wells said. “Our 
practice time ean be broken up into whatey- 
er way we see fit so we save enough time for 
the spring.” 

A bonus for baseball and football fans 
alike is that Wells will conduct open prac- 
tice for the public throughout fall drills. 
Team practices will begin at 1:30 p.m. each 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Depending on 
the kickoff time of the football team, 
Saturday scrimmages will take place before 
or after games, “It’s nice on a football week- 
end to have a crowd of our fans milling 
around watching us practice,” Wells said. 
“Ivs good for everyone involved.” 


labama returns four everyday starters 
and three pitchers trom last year's 
team. Most notable among the re- 
turning starters is pre-season All-America 
second baseman Joe Caruso, who was part 
of an infield which produced the highest 
fielding percentage in school history with a 


28 


mark of .971. Alabama committed only 78 
errors last season while also setting records 
for putouts with 1,866 and assists with 787, 

Caruso, who was an emotional leader late 
in 1995-96 season, will be the catalyst for an 
Alabama team which will combine youth 
with experience. Caruso, who was drafted 
by the Oakland Athletics in the 19th round, 
chose to come back for his senior season 
after blossoming into one of the hottest 
prospects in college baseball. 

“I'm not surprised because | know him,” 
Wells said of Caruso’s decision to stay in 
school. “Joe realizes there is more to life 
than just baseball. He enjoys school. He 
knows he will still have the opportunity to 
play professional ball.” 

Caruso has been a solid player since arriv- 
ing at Alabama. Last season he was second 
on the team with a batting average of .367 
playing in all 69 games. His .622 slugging 
percentage led the team as did his 434 on- 
base percentage and his 14+ home runs. 
Caruso exploded during the SEC 
Tournament in the spring which really didn’t 
surprise Wells. 

“He certainly had a breakout year last sea- 
son but Joe has always been a good player,” 
said Wells. 

Being a solid fielding team has been a 
trademark of Well’s teams and the latest edi- 
tion of the Crimson Tide should be as profi- 
cient as ever, Senior Nate Duncan will re- 
place the departed Brett Taft at shortstop. 
Taft started four years at the position. 
Duncan, alter a solid junior season splitting 
time at third base and shortstop, is expected 
to solidify the infield with Caruso. 

Sophomore Andy Phillips is expected to 
handle duty at third base this season. Senior 
Robbie Tucker who will get the nod at first 
base. constitute the remainder of the infield. 
Tucker, a valuable glove man and solid hit- 
ter, will take over for Chris “Big Daddy” 
Moller who was instrumental in the Tide's 
run during the SEC Tournament. 

Junior Dustan Mohr, who started 67 
games in left field last season returns as one 
of the leaders of the team. He batted .306 
last season. He will be joined by senior 
David Tidwell in right field who led all out- 
fielders in batting with an average of .310. 
Tidwell is the Crimson Tide’s speed demon 
and will once again terrorize defenses with 
his base stealing prowess. He paced all Tide 
thieves with 27 stolen bases in 31 attempts. 
The outfield will be without centerfielder 
Doug Hall, who was lost to professional 
baseball and provided speed to burn at that 
crucial position, 

“Tm as satisfied as much as you can be 
with the nucleus we haye returning.” Wells 
said of the infield and outfield players he 
has back. “The team is working very hard 
right now and we have a chance to be a 
good team.” 


ells is a defensive coach by nature 

and it showed last season in the 

Tide pitching staff as five 
Alabama hurlers were selected in the draft. 
Returning for the Tide will be right-handed 
ace Andy Bernard who was 6-3 with a 2.65 
earned run average in 1996, and righties 
Manny Torres (5-1, 4.40 ERA) and Chris 
Eilers (5-5, +.73 ERA). Eilers is coming off 
shoulder surgery to repair his labrum. 
According to Wells, Eilers’ rehabilitation is 
going smoothly. 

“Hopefully, he will be 100 percent before 
the winter is over,” Wells said. And for 
those looking for a silver lining on the in- 
jury cloud, Wells says Eilers is fortunate. 
“The type injury Chris has is the least seri- 
ous of shoulder injuries. If you must have a 
shoulder injury, this is the one you want,” 

Providing more optimism for the Crimson 
Tide will be a recruiting class that shows 
promise of making an immediate impact. 
Several big names appear on the list of 13 
signees. The biggest may be Pete Fisher, a 
transfer from the University of Maine, who 
will be eligible to play immediately, Fisher, 
6-4, is said to have an amazing [fastball 
which helped him lead Maine in every 
pitching category as a freshman. Fisher has 
been highlighted in the Boston Globe by 
baseball analyst Peter Gammons as one of 
the top prospects in the Cape Code League 
this summer. 

“L think he will be a top-notch pitcher for 
us,” Wells said. 

Other newcomers worth noting include 
Roberto Vaz and catcher Matt Frick. Vaz led 
Northeast Texas to a 48-18 record and the 
Junior College National Championship 
while logging time in the outfield and on the 
mound. Vaz made contributions at the plate 
as well batting .357 during the season and 
548 during the JUCO tournament, Frick 
played in 54 games during his sophomore 
season. He batted .408 with 21 home runs 
and 80 runs batted in. 

“Vaz is a line-drive, spray hitter with a lot 
of talent,” Wells said. “Frick is solid and 
can hit the ball. You can never have too 
many good catchers.” 

Wells is pleased with the new talent he 
and his staff have brought in and he’s confi- 
dent it will mesh with the returnees, 

“You can't replace experience like the guys 
we had graduate,” Wells said. “However, 
talent-wise, it's there. The first thing we 
look for is pitching and hitting and 1 think 
we have that.” 

Wells acknowledges key personnel lost to 
graduation and the draft but has optimism 
for fall practice and the new faces it will 
usher in, “Everyone worked hard last year,” 
Wells said. “We had a good group who real- 
ly wanted to be successful, but we also have 
a good group coming in.” 
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Women’s Softball: 


There’s A New Game In Town 


by Vincent Moore 


Women’s softball has a 
few good women to start 


he University of Alabama athletic pro- 

| gram has many fine traditions. no- 

tably the 12 national championships 

in football. One might conclude that there 

isn't a need to improve on such a storied 

legacy, but on February 14 another tradition 

will begin at Alabama as the first Crimson 

Tide women’s fast-pitch softball team kicks 

off its inaugural season in Dallas at the 
Texas-Arlington Invitational. 

Leading Alabama in the first season will be 
Kalum Haack. Haack is no stranger to the 
game of women’s fast pitch softball. He 
comes to Alabama with a record of 283-158- 
2. Haack moved to Alabama from Kansas, 
where he had eight successful seasons at the 
Jayhawk helm and boasts an impressive re- 
sume of being named Big Eight and Midwest 
Region Coach of the Year in 1992. It was 
during that year that Haack directed Kansas 
to its first NCAA College World Series, 

As an assistant coach, Haack has been a 
part of two Division II national champi- 
onships at Sam Houston State, and reached 
the College World Series twice while an as- 
sistant at Nebraska. 

Haack came to Alabama as an opportunity 
to start something special. 

“1 started looking at my career, and in 14 
years I've won a couple of national champi- 
onships and been successful at Kansas,” 
Haack said. “I've never started anything 
from scratch or been a part of history any- 
where. So I figured this would be an excel- 
lent opportunity to do those things.” 


aack has high expectations for the 
He He doesn’t want the label of 

first-year program to be an excuse to 
not strive for the top. “I want us to be com- 
petitive,” Haack said, “I don’t want to use 
the excuse that we are a new program. | ex- 
pect to compete with our players. My goal is 
to be in the Top 20 within four years.” 

Helping Haack build a new program will 
be assistants Patrick Murphy and Karen 
Sanchelli. The three coaches combined have 
23 years of coaching experience under their 
belts. Sanchelli probably didn’t take a great 
deal of encouragement to join the program. 
She is engaged to be married to former Bama 
All-America defensive back Bobby Johns, 
now the defensive coordinator at the 
University of West Alabama in Livingston. “I 
tried to come up with a game plan to be suc- 
cessful in a short time,” Haack said. “So I 
got two good assistants, probably the two 
best in the country.” 

To get tips about putting together a first 
year program, Haack went to women’s soc- 
cer coach Don Staley, who has also had to 
put together a new program at Alabama. 
Staley led the women’s soccer team to a 
Southeastern Conference West Division 
championship and stormed through the SEC 
tournament before losing to Kentucky in the 
SEC Championship Game last year, the sec- 
ond year of the Crimson Tide pgoram. “1 
talked to Coach Staley about the anxieties of 
a new program and how to disperse scholar- 
ships,” Haack said. 


first year, Bama appears to have some. 
Leading the way for the Tide will be 
Phoenix Junior College transfer Karla 
Contryman, who will play shortstop and 
second base. Contryman was named first- 
team All-America by the Coaches 


I takes players to win, and even in its 


Association and was also named first-team 
all-conference. 

One of the strongest positions for Alabama 
will be at catcher. Sophomore Carrie 
Moreman and Christy Kyle give the Tide a 
respectable one-two punch. Moreman trans- 
fered from the nationally-ranked 
Southwestern Louisiana program, “Our 
catching will be real strong,” Haack said. 
“Moreman is an excellent catcher and we're 
looking for her to be an integral part of the 
batting lineup also.” 

Alabama's first signee, Erin Garvey, will 
play in left field while Kierstin Arntsen from 
Olathe, Kansas, will play at center. The bat- 
ue for the right field spot is between Jennifer 
Chapman, who played with Contryman at 
Phoenix College and Texas-San Antonio 
transfer Ginger Taylor. 

Alabama's top two pitchers will be fresh- 
man Christy Caccavo, also of Olathe, 
Kansas, and freshman Nicki McKee of 
Robertsdale. 

Freshman Kristi Black will also provide a 
strong bat for the Tide at first base. 


pectators going to a [ast-pitch softball 

game will see many differences and 

similarities to baseball. The most noti- 
cable difference is the pitch, which is under- 
hand instead of overhand. But according to 
Haack, although the pitch is different than 
that of baseball, it is just as hard to hit. “A 
good pitcher could hit a quarter taped to a 
wall.” Haack said. “Good pitchers will have 
good control. (Christy) Caccavo throws 
around 60 miles per hour, but with the 
pitcher’s mound being 43 feet, it makes that 
ball look as if its travelling at about 90.” 

Haack said that those who come to watch 
a softball game will be in for a treat. “People 
need to come experience a fast-pitch softball 
game,” Haack said. “Those who come out 
will be amazed at the excitement of the 
game.” 

Although it is expected that Alabama will 
build a women's softball stadium in the near 
future, this year the Tide will play its home 
games at the City of Tuscaloosa’s Bowers 
Park. Bama practices during the [all are at 
Muny Sokol Park. 

A preview of the team was scheduled for 
the last weekend of September with the Tide 
hosting the Bama Fall Classic at Bowers 
Park. The Tide was to have games with 
Samford, Tennessee Tech and Faulkner 
September 28 and play Chattanooga State 
and Faulkner in games September 29. 


Kalum Haack has a good background in coach- 
ing championship women’s [fast-pitch softball 
teams, but he has a new experience now as he is 
building a program from scratch, Alabama will 
begin the new sport officially in February, but 
the squad is practicing this fall. 

University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 
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A passion for 
printing. Your way, 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


wn! WF EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
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A subscription brings you’10 full-color 
magazines and 14 newsletters 
mailed first class. We 
don’t stop with football 
season, either. Keep up 
with all Alabama sports, 
August through May. 
Great gift idea, to! 


Total amount enclosed $ for subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


Make checks payable to: ‘Bama Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
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Celebrating A 100 Year Football Tradition 


THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA © 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


GRANDFATHER CLOCK 


playing the 


“ALABAMA FIGHT SONG” 


Emperor Clock Company proudly presents The Century, a Limited 
Edition Grandfather Clock in Solid Cherry or Oak commemorating the 1992 
National Football Championship. 


Just imagine owning this extraordinary grandfather clock! Each hour of the 
day you will hear The Century’s solid brass movement playing the famous 
"UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA FIGHT SONG’, and you will remember the 
thrill of seeing the University of Alabama football team declared 1992 
National Champions. You may also select Westminster chimes, Vienna strike, 
or silence, if you prefer. 
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Adding even more to The Century’s uniqueness is the brass lyre pendulum 
engraved with every year the University of Alabama won a national football 
championship. The Century also features beveled glass waist door and 
sides. 


Don’t miss this splendid opportunity to own this unique tribute to Alabama’s 
legendary football teams. The Century is sure to become a treasured family 
heirloom. 


Each clock will be registered at the headquarters of 
Emperor Clock Company in Fairhope, Alabama, 

and each owner will receive an engraved 
and numbered solid brass plaque. Only 
500clocks will be available. Coach Gene 
Stallings received Number 1 in the 
Crimson Tide Suite at the university 
in Tuscaloosa on Thursday, August 5. 
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Don't miss out. Order yours now! 


LIMCEED EDUTION 
La UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA |, 
De 1902 NATIONAL EMAMPIONS 
NOP OF S00 


Engraved, Brass Lyre Pendulum Registered, Solid Brass Plaque 
The Century Limited Edition Grandfather Clock: $1,495.00 


ey. eee “ To Order Call: 
ew EMPEROR’ 334/928-2316 in Alabama 
‘LOCK COMPANY or 1-800-642-0011 outside Alab 
82 3/4"(H) x 23 7/8" (W) x 14 3/4" (D) OOF OPANDEATIONGLOGKS Can ice 


See eg ee ees WWW.EMPERORCLOCK.COM 


